
For more information, call Chase at 905-228-1151 
or email chase@cnrgp.com 

If you are working on exciting projects, you can share the news - and enhance
your ability to attract new projects and better sub-trade/service prices 
- with a full-scale profile about your business in GTA Construction Report.

Use the profile in your marketing materials, RFP qualification documents, 
and around your office to recognize your employees' contributions.

BCA Members in good standing can receive free colour with any ad placed in
the GTA Construction Report. That means you can save up to $475!  

Your company and 
projects are worthy 

of recognition
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Orillia project succeeds through  international and

local initiative, co-operation and co-ordination

Kubota Metal Corporation’s (KMC)

new 39,000 sq. ft plant recently attained

partial completion as the company began

installing its own equipment, expanding its

78-year presence in Orillia. The plant is ex-

pected to be fully operational by June.

Constructed under the direction of Bar-

rie-based general contractor Bertram Con-

struction, the $13.5 million plant will

produce TXAX-brand friction material (a

non-hazardous alternative to asbestos) for

use in the production of brake pads.

Matthew Webb, senior manager of tech-

nology and projects at Kubota, says there is

currently a plant in Japan that manufactures

this product, but that the growth of the

North American automotive industry cre-

ated an interest in producing the product

closer to where it was needed. “It makes

Bertram Construction builds new $13.5 million Kubota Metal Corp. plant
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B.C. NORTH ELECTRIC
Complete Electrical Service

ECAO member   ECRA/ESA#7003758

Congratulations to The Kubota Metal 

Corporation Orillia Project 

and Bertram Construction (Ontario) Ltd.

Industrial • Commercial • Residential

Tel: 705-645-7284   Cell: 705 644-3301

Fax: 705-646-8958

craig@bcnorthelectric.com     www.bcnorthelectric.com

Congratulations to Bertram Construction (Ontario) Ltd.

We are proud to be working with you on the 

Kubota Metal Corporation Orillia Project.
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Katherine Van Leeuwen leads Division 15 Plumbing and Barrie Construction Association

Attending business school at Brock University, Katherine Van
Leeuwen had no plans to join the family plumbing business, but now,
as vice-president, she plays an integral role in the company and its
growth.

“I don’t know if I even knew back then what my dad’s company was
all about. I worked in museum development and touring, then moved
to radio and television sales training. I was exhausted by all the travel
and when I had a conversation with my dad about it all he suggested I
consider the family business because he was planning his retirement,”
she recalls.

Van Leeuwen took the advice, learned more about the company and
had a conversation with her family, including her brother Ian, who was
the key ‘field guy.’ Van Leeuwen took over management of the office
from her father, and her brother still fills the field expert role. 

Bringing to the company her acquired experience in human re-
sources, business management and customer service, Van Leeuwen
oversees receivables, project management, estimating, human resources,
legal aspects, ministry issues, apprenticeships and the company’s for-
ward focus. “At some point companies that start as grassroots operations
have to move on to a more corporate way of thinking,” she says.

Van Leeuwen notes that she sees more women coming into the in-
dustry, taking advantage of opportunities that are available and making
them their own. “I don’t run into gender issues myself,” she says. “What
I do deal with are technical issues where I have to defer to my experts
in the field. I think that would be the case whether I was in high-tech or
manufacturing or construction, though, because what I bring to the busi-
ness is different from those who studied trades, for instance. I just have
to be comfortable knowing what is not my specialty and asking for the
help where I need it.”

Van Leeuwen explains that same ability to ask for help works in the
field as well and that if women can be firefighters, they can certainly be
plumbers. “There will always be an element of manual labor in con-
struction but when it comes to heavy lifting, there are tools to help with
the work. For safety reasons we’d never ask a man to lift beyond his
means on his own and the same is true for a woman in the field.”

“You can never go wrong having a trade. That’s one thing that can
never be shipped off shore,” she says. “With the shortage in trades
women will find they can be well-paid, get benefits, good time off and
the flexibility of hours they may need to balance work and family.  It’s
hard work, don’t doubt that, but it’s work that will always be available.”

For those who aren’t interested in field work, Van Leeuwen says con-
struction also offers huge potential on the office side. “The industry is
becoming paperwork heavy with health and safety reporting, estimating
and project management work. Whichever side of the desk you prefer,
there is a future in construction,” she explains. The immediate future for Van Leeuwen includes her installation in
January as the next Barrie Construction Association (BCA) president.
She won’t be the first woman president, since the BCA has had several
in the past. “The BCA has always welcomed women and representation
on the board is equal. The role of the construction association is evolving
and becoming more of a resource to communities,” she says. 

Van Leeuven says the industry will be faced with uncertainty in the
near future, with a new government expected soon and the controversy
over the College of the Trades continuing. The BCA supports the indus-
try coalition fighting against the program.  “We’re moving into turbulent times,” she says, “but that makes it ex-
citing. I’ll be working to spread the word that the association is an active
voice and continuing our stewardship with communities.”
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Silver Birch Contracting

Building a reputation on more than 

of experience 

Silver Birch Contracting, based in Schomberg,

ON, convenient to the GTA, Barrie and south-cen-

tral Ontario, is succeeding with more than 75 years

of combined experience in the construction and gen-

eral contracting industry, focusing on institutional,

commercial and investment (ICI) projects.

President George Gerrits

and vice-president Dan Steen-

hoek began Silver Birch in

January 2011.  They agree

their success to date has been

based in from their singular

focus towards meeting clients’

needs and schedules and mak-

ing things as easy as possible

for them. 
Steenhoek says the com-

pany name is symbolic of

what the company is and

strives to be. “The Birch tree is

symbolic of growth and reju-

venation, often the first to take

root in harsh or damaged envi-

ronments,” he said. “It is sym-

bolic of stability and

resilience, surviving even in

harsh conditions. Silver, mean-

while, is symbolic of the expe-

rience we bring to the table.”

Both Steenhoek and Gerrits

started their careers as carpenters, then  worked

through various positions and levels in the industry,

cementing in them a clear understanding for every

aspect of the job from start to finish. “We have seen

it all and done it all,” Steenhoek said.  “ As man-

agers we can utilize this experience to provide sup-

port to our field staff and also assist owners with

developing strategies to resolve problems as they

arise during the project.”

A recent project, the interior fit out of an 8,000

sq. ft. combined LCBO and beer store is a prime ex-

ample. “This is the largest combination (both beer

and liquor) store in Ontario,” says Gerrits. “We’ve

New contractor 

focuses on ICI 

projects, with 

flexibility and 

creativity
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George Gerrits 
President

Dan Steenhoek 

Vice-President

Wilson Niblett Motors Exterior 

upgrades and entrance portal

LCBO Washago Interior fit out of  8,000 sq. ft. space

including 1.100 sq. ft. walk-in cold room 

th
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NCA golfers raise $5,000 for Community Care

Carpenters build wood planters for Celebrate Yonge festival Page 5
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Niagara Construction Association golfers raised $5,000 for Community Care of St. Catharines and

Therold at the association's 21st annual golf tournament in August.  "Our tournament continues 

to be a great success, with over 230 golfers," says NCA general manager Karin Sheldrick.  

"As in years past, our primary focus is to foster a collaborative effort, building a a strong construction

industry in our area. We are very proud that each facet of our association continues to prove 

an active contributor to the development of the Niagara region.
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